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Helping Faith Take Root This Summer

Ed Ibarra - Director Faith Formation

Have you ever planted a flower or vegetable garden? At first, all you see is dirt. Yet with

patience, care, sunshine, and water, something beautiful begins to grow. Faith often grows the
same way: quietly, little by little, until one day we begin to see the fruits of God's work in our
lives.

This Sunday's readings remind us that God is always at work, patiently helping His people grow
in holiness. Whether through His Word, His grace, or the witness of those around us, He invites
us to become fertile soil where faith can take root and flourish. The question for each of us is
simple: How are we helping those seeds of faith grow?

That is the heart of Faith Formation. Our children grow in faith not only by learning prayers and
Bible stories but by watching parents, grandparents, and parishioners live as disciples of
Christ. Every family prayer, every Sunday Mass, every act of kindness, and every conversation
about God helps cultivate hearts that are open to His love.

As you enjoy these summer days, take time as a family to nurture those seeds of faith. Read
the Sunday Gospel together, thank God for His many blessings, or simply ask one another,
"Where did we see God at work this week?" These small moments can make a lasting
difference and help faith take deeper root in our hearts.

As we prepare for another wonderful year of Faith Formation this coming Fall, we invite all
families to continue growing together in Christ. Wishing all our parishioners a joyful, restful,
and blessed summer! And may the Lord continue to strengthen the seeds of faith He has
planted in each of us, so that they may bear abundant fruit for years to come.
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Prayer & Worship

Mass Intentions

Saturday, July 18
5:00pm Ben Patellaro t
Salvador Lipari t
Sunday, July 19
9:00am Selina Siudzinkski T
Frederick Dougherty t
10:30am JosefinaTant
Patrick Dougherty
5:00pm St. Martin of Tours Parish & School
Monday, July 20
8:00am St. Martin of Tours Parish & School
Tuesday, July 21
8:00am St. Martin of Tours Parish & School
Wednesday, July 22
8:00am Joseph Lipari t

Franzjosef Merkel T

Thursday, July 23

8:00am Katherine Segnitz 1
Friday, July 24
8:00am Mario Illumin t

.
,L, THE PRECIOUS BLOOD OF CHRIST

WILL ONCE AGAIN BE OFFERED AT -
ST. MARTIN OF TOURS.

=

While receiving under
both species is a beautiful
expression of the Eucharist,

Christ is fully present—
Body, Blood, Soul,
and Divinity—
under either form alone.

All are invited to
participate as they feel
comfortable, with reverence
and gratitude for this £
sacred gift.

Faith Formation

Summer Schedule

e Children's Liturgy of the Word (CLOW) is offered at
our 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM Sunday Masses.

o Baptismal Preparation Classes are held on the 2nd
Tuesday of each month at the Parish Office for parents
and godparents preparing to have their child baptized.

Planning for the New Faith Formation Year

We look forward to welcoming children, youth, and
adults as they continue their journey of faith through
our various programs, including Children's Catechetical
Ministry, Sacramental Preparation, Confirmation, OCIA,
and Baptism Preparation.

Registration details and program schedules will be
shared in the coming weeks.

Volunteer Spotlight

Do you feel called to share your faith with others? We
are seeking catechists and volunteers to serve in our
Faith Formation programs for the upcoming year.
Whether you enjoy teaching, assisting in the classroom,
or supporting behind the scenes, there is a place for
you. Training and ongoing support are provided.

Summer Reflection

As summer continues, let us remember that faith is
nurtured not only in the classroom but also in our daily
lives. Through Sunday Mass, family prayer, reading
Sacred Scripture, and acts of Kindness, we continue to
grow as disciples of Christ and witnesses to His love.

For more information please contact: Ed barra,
eibarra@stmartin.org (408) 204-8953 ext. 321

Prayer Requests
Pray with us for our parishioners, family and friends.
For the Sick
Alan Waltz
Alejandro “Danny” Martinez
Esther Fangonilo

For the Deceased
Patrick Hamill

Carol Prodis t

Christine Spieldberger t

Richard Mendez Bert Abaya
Patricia Alligood t Beth Tomista
Joseph Snapp
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